
Aortic Aneurysm

Permanent localised dilatation of
aorta that is expansile

Complications

Rupture

Thrombosis

Embolism

Pressure on other structures

Rupture

Abdo pain radiating to the back

Palpable pulsatile mass

Patient shocked

Surgical emergency

Usually due to atherosclerosis

Those above > 5cm treated surgically or stented

Disseminated Intravascular
Coagulation

Widespread generation of fibrin

Coagulation activation by release of
precoagulant material

Diffuse endothelial damage

Generalised platelet aggregation

Consequences

Initial thrombosis

Followed by bleeding tendency due to lack of factors

Causes

Malignant disease

Septicaemia

Haemolytic transfusion reaction

Trauma

Liver disease

Clinical features

Usually obvious underlying disease

Wide variation

Often a clinical diagnosis

Treatment

Treat underlying cause

Maintenance of blood volume and tissue perfusion

Shock

Circulatory failure resulting in inadequate organ perfusion

Causes

Hypovolaemia

Cardiogenic

Obstructive

Neurogenic

Anaphylactic

Septic

Clinical Features

Hypotension

Tachy

Cold and clammy

Oliguria

Multi organ failure

Drowsiness

Stages

InitialReduced cardiac output

CompensatorySympathetic stimulation

ProgressiveElectrolyte imbalance

RefractoryIrreversible
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